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REGULATIONS ON ARBITRATION 
Porto Alegre Chamber of Settlement, Mediation and Arbitration 

Federasul 
 

1. Subjection to these Regulations 
 
[Chamber’s name] 

1.1. The parties who decide to refer a dispute to the Porto Alegre Chamber of Settlement, 
Mediation and Arbitration – Federasul, a member of the Brazilian Confederation for 
Business Mediation and Arbitration, hereinafter called Federasul’s Chamber of Arbitration 
(CAF), hereby accept these Regulations and these Regulations are binding upon the 
parties. 

1.1.1. Upon the mention, in an arbitrational convention, solely of Federasul, the Porto 
Alegre Chamber of Arbitration, or CBMAE Federasul, the parties shall be bound by the 
provisions of these regulations, as these are the names the institution has been using 
since its incorporation. 
 
[Amendments to these Regulations] 

1.2. The parties may make specific amendments to the provisions of these regulations in 
the arbitrational convention or instrument of arbitration. Such amendments shall only be 
valid for this case. However, any changes in administrative issues are prohibited. 
 
[Chamber activities] 

1.3. The Chamber does not solve directly the disputes brought to its consideration. 
Instead, it performs administrative activities for the Court of Arbitration under these 
regulations. 
 

2. Applying for and starting an arbitration procedure 
 

[Initial application] 

2.1. The party wishing to start an arbitration procedure, hereinafter called applicant, shall 
announce, by means of a written statement to the Chamber of Arbitration, its intention to 
start an arbitration procedure in an application form containing:2.1.1. a copy of the 
document containing the arbitrational convention; 
2.1.2.  the topic that is the subject matter of arbitration; 
2.1.3. the estimated cost of the arbitration procedure; 
2.1.4. the full name and identification of the opposing party, hereinafter called defendant; 
2.1.5. the power(s) of attorney granted by the party/parties to any attorneys; 

2.1.6. the physical and electronic address, in addition to telephone numbers, through 
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which notices shall be received; 

2.1.7. information about the site for arbitration, language, law or legal regulations 
applicable to arbitration under the legal matter under discussion. 
 

2.1.1.1. The application form shall be submitted in full in the number of copies necessary 
for the opposing party, the Chamber’s Office and the arbitrator(s) to receive copies; 

2.1.1.2. The party/parties shall prove payment of the registration fee when filing or sending 
a statement. 
 

[Initial notification] 

2.2. The Chamber’s Office, having proof of payment of the registration fee and the 
necessary copies, shall notify the defendant so that the defendant may comment on the 
initial statement within 15 days. On this occasion, the Office shall send the parties these 
regulations and the list of Chamber arbitrators so that, within 15 days, each side may 
appoint an arbitrator. 

2.2.1 In case of a counterclaim, the interested party shall also pay the respective 
registration fee. 

2.3. The parties may appoint an outside arbitrator to the Chamber’s body of arbitrators, but 
suggestions shall be submitted to its President who, after analyzing the résumé provided 
by the party, shall approve or reject the outside arbitrator through an unappealable 
decision. 
 
[Instrument of independence and responsibility for disclosure – President] 

2.4. The party-appointed arbitrators shall preferably choose the President of the Court of 
Arbitration from the Chamber’s body of arbitrators. Each member’s acceptance shall be 
preceded by the submission of the following preliminary documents within five days after 
becoming aware of the appointment: 

2.4.1. instrument of independence, authored by the arbitrator, in which the arbitrator shall 
disclose any facts that might raise reasonable doubts about his/her impartiality and 
independence; 
2.4.2. a duly completed questionnaire provided by the Chamber’s Office; 

2.4.3. statement of ability to take on the role of arbitrator in the period of time specified in 
the Regulations. 
 
[Objection to appointments] 

2.5. The arbitrator-provided documents shall be submitted by the Chamber to the parties 
by electronic means. After receiving the message, the parties shall have five days to 
comment on any issues relating to independence, impartiality or impediment with respect 
to the names on the list. The President of the Chamber shall overcome any objection no 
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later than ten days through an unappealable decision. 
 
[Start of arbitration] 
2.6. Arbitration shall be deemed open from the moment all arbitrators have submitted the 
respective preliminary documents and expressly taken on the role of arbitrators. The 
records shall only be submitted to arbitrators after the Office has confirmed that all 
arbitration-related costs and arbitrator fees have been paid. 
 
[Replacement of arbitrators] 

2.7. If the need to replace an arbitrator is confirmed as a result of death, impediment or 
suspicion, the Chamber shall notify the party so that the party may appoint a new name 
within 10 days. The successor shall immediately take up the position, as the arbitration 
case stands, on condition that the successor has previously submitted the documents 
needed to take the post. 
 
[Sole Arbitrator] 

2.8. Upon communication to the Chamber, the parties may decide to use a sole arbitrator. 
If the parties reach no consensus on an arbitrator, the President of the Chamber shall 
appoint an arbitrator preferably from the Chamber’s body of arbitrators. The expression 
“Court of Arbitration” and the relevant provisions shall apply no matter if it is a sole 
arbitrator or a body of arbitrators. 
 
[Supplementary activity performed by the President of the Chamber] 

2.9. In case of disrespect for any time limit, including the time limit for appointing an 
arbitrator and the President of the Court, the President of the Chamber shall appoint an 
arbitrator and the President, preferably from the names of the Chamber’s body of 
arbitrators. 
 
[Multiparty arbitration] 

2.10. The existence of multiple parties on the same side of an arbitration case shall oblige 
the parties to appoint a single name to the Court. If no agreement is reached on the 
appointment, the President of the Chamber shall make the appointment after the common 
time limit for appointment has run out. 
 
[Arbitration through arbitrational submission] 

2.11. If the contract does not contain an arbitration clause and if the parties wish to submit 
the dispute for arbitration, the Chamber’s Office shall assist in establishing the arbitrational 
submission, which shall be signed by the parties. 
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3. Issues previous to the start of arbitration 

3.1. The Court of Arbitration is sovereign over all issues submitted for arbitration. However, 
it is the Chamber President’s duty, while the Court has not been set up, to preliminarily 
examine any situations relating to the existence, validity, effectiveness and extent of the 
effects of the arbitration clause, as well as any connection between the cases. Such 
decision may be re-examined by the Court of Arbitration. 
 

4. Notices, time limits and documents 

4.1. Any communications, notices or summonses concerning the proceedings shall be sent 
to the attorneys-in-fact appointed by the parties at the addresses contained in the initial 
statements. 
 
[Communication methods] 
4.2. As far as these regulations are concerned, any communications, notices or 
summonses shall be received by letter, fax message, e-mail or an equivalent method with 
acknowledgement of receipt. 
 
[Time limit] 

4.3. The time limit shall start from the business day subsequent to delivery, by the 
Chamber, of the physical communication or notice. The parties may agree about this in a 
manner that is different from the Instrument of Arbitration. 
 
[Copies of filed statements] 

4.4. All parties’ documents and statements addressed to the Court of Arbitration shall be 
filed with the Chamber’s Office in a number of physical copies equivalent to the number of 
arbitrators and parties, in addition to a copy to form part of Chamber records. No copy 
shall be received if this requirement is not satisfied. 
 
[General time limit] 
4.5. In the absence of a clear reference, the time limit shall always be five days. 
 
[Time limit determination] 

4.6. Time limits are continuous and shall be determined by excluding the day on which the 
notice is received and including the due date. 
 
[Time limit extension] 

4.7. If the time limit ends on a day the Office is not open for business, the time limit shall 
be deemed to be extended until the next business day. 
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[Document translation] 

4.8. Documents shall only be translated by order of the Court. A simple translation is 
enough, except as otherwise directed.  
 

5. Instrument of arbitration 
 

5.1. The instrument of arbitration shall be prepared by the Chamber’s Office in 
collaboration with the arbitrators and attorneys-in-fact of the parties and shall contain: 

(a) the parties’ name and identification; 

(b) the site for arbitration; 

(c) registration of the arbitrational convention; 

(d) authorization for equity arbitration, if it is in the parties’ interests; 

(e) language in which arbitration shall be conducted, in addition to allowing arbitrators to 
decide whether document and message translation is needed or not; 

(f) subject matter of the dispute; 

(g) governing law; 

(h) each party’s claims, including any counterclaims; 

(i) cost of arbitration; 

(j) clear acceptance of the responsibility for paying the costs of proceedings management, 
expenses, expert and arbitrator fees, as this is requested by the Chamber; 

(l) a schedule of the proceedings. 

 
[Draft of the instrument of arbitration] 

5.2. Based on the parties’ initial statements, the Chamber’s Office shall submit the draft of 
the instrument of arbitration to the interested parties, who shall have up to five days to put 
forward suggestions concerning the subject matter of the document that will be considered 
at the opening meeting. 
 

5.3. After the time limit has gone by, the Office shall include the changes and suggestions 
made, indicating any divergence of opinion. 
 
[Signing the instrument of arbitration] 

5.4. The Office shall summon the parties and arbitrators to the opening meeting for final 
resolutions and for signing the instrument of arbitration. The absence of any party or any 
party’s refusal to sign the instrument shall not prevent arbitration from continuing and the 
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instrument shall be deemed to be signed. 
 
[Schedule of the proceedings] 
5.5. When signing the instrument of arbitration, the parties may, by mutual agreement and 
with the Court’s consent, set time limits and the schedule of the next proceedings. 
Whenever consensus is not achieved, the Court shall make a decision about the schedule, 
the order and the method for producing documents and evidence under these Regulations. 
 

5.6. Before signing the instrument, the parties may change or amend claims and causes of 
action. 
 

5.7. After the instrument has been signed, the parties shall be given a copy thereof and the 
original shall be filed with the Chamber. 
 

6. Arbitrators and their replacement during the proceedings 
 
[Arbitrator’s conduct] 

6.1. In the performance of their duties, arbitrators shall use discretion and maintain 
impartiality concerning the parties’ and attorneys’ interests, conforming to high ethical 
standards of behavior. 
 
 
[Subsequent impediment] 

6.2. At any time, in case of impediment, an arbitrator shall communicate this fact to the 
President of the Court of Arbitration for replacement. If the arbitrator holds this position, the 
arbitrator shall communicate this fact to the President of the Chamber. 
 
[Objection to an arbitrator] 

6.3. Any party may demand, within 15 days of becoming aware of the fact, by means of a 
reasoned motion accompanied by evidence, the removal of any arbitrator whose ability to 
arbitrate has been jeopardized. The matter shall be resolved within 10 days by a 
committee composed of three jurists, who shall be appointed by the President of the 
Chamber. The committee’s decision shall be unappealable. 

6.3.1. In order to set up the said committee, the interested party shall pay the respective 
costs in advance, depositing them with the Chamber of Arbitration. 
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7. Proceedings 
 
[Absence from the proceedings] 
7.1. Once the opportunity to participate in the proceedings has been provided, any party’s 
absence from or failure to participate in the proceedings shall not be detrimental to such 
party or any subsequent events. 
 
[Acceptance of evidence] 

7.2. The Court of Arbitration shall decide on the usefulness, relevance and need for the 
evidence required by the parties. 
 
[Judgment by default] 
7.3. Any arbitration award based only on the failure of a party to appear shall be prohibited. 
 
[Proceedings] 

7.4. The proceedings shall take place at a venue specified by Federasul’s Chamber of 
Arbitration in the city of Porto Alegre. If any action is needed outside the site for arbitration, 
the Court of Arbitration, by means of the Office, shall notify the parties and prepare a 
document containing the Court’s reporting of facts and conclusions. The parties shall be 
allowed to make a statement at a later time. 
 
 
[Closing arguments] 

7.5. Once the stage of production of evidence is finished, the parties shall have 30 days to 
put forward their closing arguments, except as otherwise provided in the Instrument of 
Arbitration or except as otherwise decided upon by the arbitrators.  
 

8. Arbitration award 
 
[Time limit for giving the award] 

8.1. The Court of Arbitration shall give the award within 60 (sixty) days starting from the 
business day subsequent to the date set for putting forward the closing arguments. Such 
time limit may be extended at the Court of Arbitration’s discretion, provided that there is a 
good reason for that. 
 
[Award voting] 

8.2. The arbitration award shall be given by a majority vote. Each arbitrator shall be 
entitled to one vote. If a majority decision is not reached, the vote of the President of the 
Court of Arbitration shall prevail. The arbitration award shall be put in writing by the 
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President of the Court and signed by all arbitrators. It is also the President’s duty, in case 
any arbitrator cannot sign the award or refuses to sign the award, to certify such fact. 
 

8.3. Any arbitrator who diverges from the majority may give the reasons for his/her opinion, 
which shall be included in the arbitration award. 
 

[Arbitration award] 
8.4. The arbitration award shall contain: 

a) a report with the parties’ names and a summary of the dispute; 

b) the reasons for the decision, which shall include issues by right and by fact, pointing 
out, when applicable, that the award has been given by equity; 

c) the provision with all specifications and time limits for complying with the award, if 
applicable; 

d) the day, month, year when the award was given and the place where it was given. 

 

[Place where the award is given] 

8.5. The arbitration award shall be deemed to be given at the (local) site for arbitration and 
on the date mentioned therein, except as otherwise provided by the parties. 
 
[Award fees and costs] 
8.6. The arbitration award shall also contain the respective arbitration fees and costs, 
provided that such fees and costs have been confirmed in advance. It shall also contain 
each party’s specific responsibility for these payments. 
 
[Result of non-payment] 

8.7. In case any party fails to pay arbitrator and expert fees, administrative costs or any 
other arbitration fee, the opposing party may make such payment on behalf of the other 
party. The Office shall immediately notify the Court of Arbitration, which shall reject the 
non-paying party’s requests, if any. 
 
[Notice of the award] 

8.8. Once the arbitration award has been given, arbitration shall be deemed closed. The 
President of the Court of Arbitration shall submit the decision to the Chamber’s Office, 
which shall send the decision to the parties by mail or other means of communication with 
acknowledgement of receipt required. 
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[Making the award known] 

8.9. The Chamber of Arbitration shall only make the award known after the Office has 
confirmed that all necessary payments have been made. 
 
[Partial award on the merits] 

8.10. From the start of the arbitration case, the Court of Arbitration is authorized to give a 
partial award on the merits, and the proceedings relating to the unsolved portion of the 
dispute shall continue. 
 
[Settlement] 

8.11. If the parties reach a settlement during the course of arbitration, the Court of 
Arbitration, by mutual consent, shall announce this fact through an award, which shall 
determine the remaining issues of the arbitration procedure. 
 
[Request for clarification] 

8.12. Within ten days, starting from receipt of notification of the arbitration award, the 
interested party may submit a request for clarification concerning any serious mistake, 
unclearness, omission or contradiction of the decision. 
 

8.13. The Court shall reply no later than 15 days, affirming the decision or changing it, 
when applicable, notifying the parties, through the Office, of the end of arbitration. 
 
[Binding force of the arbitration award] 

8.14. The arbitration award is binding and the parties are required to comply with its 
provisions in the manner and within the time limits imposed by the arbitration award. 
 

9. Costs of arbitration 
 

9.1. The Chamber shall make available a price list, a suggestion of minimum arbitrator 
fees and other costs subject to change. 
9.2. The price list is an integral part of these regulations and is mandatory. 
 

10. Miscellaneous provisions 
 
[Interpretation of these Regulations] 

10.1. The Court of Arbitration is the natural interpreter of these Regulations. In case of 
doubts, the Court may consult the President of the Chamber about its subject matter. 
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[Subjection to these Regulations] 

10.2. At the parties’ request, the procedures that are under way when these regulations 
become effective may be governed by these regulations. Otherwise, they shall be 
governed by the rules adopted when the arbitration procedure began. 

 
[Confidentiality about an arbitration procedure] 

10.3. Because an arbitration procedure is confidential, the arbitrators, parties, attorneys-in-
fact, experts and all those who might have access to the information shall preserve its 
confidentiality. Disclosure is only allowed with the aim of obeying a court order or by 
means of a clear written decision taken by all parties. 
 

[Emergency measures] 

10.4. If there is a need for any emergency measure while the arbitration procedure has not 
begun or while the Court of Arbitration has not been set up, the parties may directly 
request such emergency measure from the judiciary, assigning the responsibility for re-
examining the matter to the Court of Arbitration, which has jurisdiction over the merits of 
the case. 
 
[Responsibility] 

10.5. The acts and facts relating to arbitration are the parties’ exclusive responsibility, with 
FEDERASUL and the Chamber being exempt from any responsibilities. 
 
[Term of these Regulations] 

10.6. These Regulations, approved by the articles of incorporation on Sep. 2, 2014, are 
mandatory for all arbitration procedures starting from their effective date on Oct. 3, 2014. 
 


